
Definitions of English Fluency Levels:

· Pre-emergent:  Students have minimal comprehension of English and virtually no verbal production

· Emergent: Students have limited comprehension but can repeat and recite and produce one to two word responses

· Basic: Students have good comprehension of contextualized information and are able to communicate on a basic social level

· Intermediate: Students demonstrate both social and academic understanding of language, engage in conversation, and demonstrate ability to use higher order language.

· Proficient: Students have very good comprehension and can produce oral language that is comparable to that of native speakers with still some difficulties with idiosyncratic and connotative English.

	Activity
	Pre-Emergent
	Emergent
	Basic
	Intermediate

	Giving Directions
	Develop and maintain routines to help students anticipate what will happen without relying solely on language clues. 
	Make directions comprehensible. 
Determine your top ten directions and illustrate/ demonstrate them.  Avoid filler phrases and “bird walking” that may cause confusion.  Make words count and clarify meaning.
	List and review instructions step by step.  Give concrete examples and experiences to aid understanding. 
	Announce the objectives and activities for each lesson to give students a context for their work.  Set language, content, and learning-strategy objectives.


	Note Taking
	Tape lectures/discussion for replay.
Provide note-taking support by a peer or teacher notes. 
	Write key words legibly on the board as they are presented.  
Provide additional visual or auditory prompts.
	Use graphic organizers, charts, tables, graphs and other conceptual visuals.
Provide study sheets, teacher guides, or notes.
	Provide cloze technique (some words missing) passages for the student to complete from the regular text or lecture notes.

	Listening/
Lecture
	Use hand signals to accompany verbal instructions.

Augment lectures with pantomime and gestures. Do role-playing.

Use visuals/manipulatives.
Consider using a secret signal the student can use when (s)he doesn't understand. 


	Adjust your speech to increase comprehensibility: face the students; pause frequently; paraphrase often; clearly indicate the most important ideas and vocabulary through intonation or writing on the blackboard; avoid “asides”; avoid or clarify pronouns; use shorter sentences; and use subject–verb–object word order
	Tap students’ prior knowledge.
Use fewer pronouns. 

Repeat key concepts.  
Announce the objectives and activities for each lesson to give students a context for their work.
	Use visuals and multi-media aids such as music and video clips.

Provide frequent summaries of the salient points of the lesson.
Increase wait time for students to answer


	Speaking/
Class participation
	Talk slowly and emphasize key words. 
Allow students to demonstrate understanding by pointing, nodding and responding to yes/ no questions.  Don’t force oral production.  
	Focus on students’ meaning, not grammar.
Model rather than overtly correct a student’s errors.  Address only those pronunciation errors that can affect communication.

Present open-ended sentences
	Ask questions that require short answers such as who/what/where questions.

Promote open dialogues   and conduct group discussions
	Encourage longer responses but accept grammatical errors.

Ask students to explain their thinking and justify their opinions.

	Reading
	Label items in English and the native language of the students to the extent possible.  Use pictures and realia to illustrate concepts. 

Teach key vocabulary.  Avoid introducing new words out of context. 




	Find lower level or alternative materials that cover similar content but with more illustrations and less language. 
Encourage partner reading
Provide “think alouds” and modeling.
	Strongly and consistently utilize pre-reading strategies; i.e., intent of the reading selection, activating background knowledge, looking at the title, headings picture or charts to predict meaning and reviewing the main rhetorical styles of English (comparison/contrast, descriptive, etc.) 
	Review key vocabulary. Encourage solo readings with interactive comprehension checks and critical interpretation of the reading.
Help students gain a deep understanding of abstract concepts.

	Writing
	Have students complete forms, applications and write descriptions
	Use newspaper ads and magazines to encourage language interaction.
Have students keep journals explaining what they’ve learned and what questions they have.
	Have students design questions, directions, and activities for others to follow.  

Assign writing tasks requiring rewriting, editing and critiquing written examples.
Emphasize content over mechanics.
	Use the writing process.  Begin with pre-writing activities that include the review of key concepts in group activities.
Special emphasis should be placed upon sentence structure, including simple, compound, and complex sentences. Students should be familiar with subordinate and independent clauses in order to develop sentence variety in their writing. 
Use power writing.


	Assignments
	Allow student to correct or redo assignments.
Shorten and/or reduce the length of assignments.
	Explain strategies and steps for tackling instructional tasks, check for student understanding before students start the task independently, and present numerous examples of concepts being taught
	Provide written or visual back-up for oral directions
Extend time allowed for completing the assignment
	Give daily summarization of key points in lessons

	Assessment 
	Provide activities where students can demonstrate “evidence of understanding” through physical actions.

Administer the assessment orally
	Read test items orally to student.  

Reduce the length of assessment 

Allow students to preview assessment items

	Provide word banks or vocabulary lists
Allow open book/open note assessments

Subdivide assessments
	Provide study sheets with terms or facts needed for tests/quizzes
Allow students to retake assessments

Paraphrase test items to accommodate language

	Acclimation
	Teach coping strategies.  ELLs may not have the confidence or language capability to ask for help or clarification. Additionally, they may come from a culture where it is inappropriate to directly ask a teacher for help.
Establish a learning contract between the student, his/her parents, and the ELL teacher.  Include a checklist of specific skills and content objectives, prescribed instructional strategies and form of evaluation.  Evaluate the student's progress in terms of net gains and expectations of achievement. 
	Choose a proficient student (of the same gender) to serve as the ELL student's partner. 

Group students with native English speakers to accomplish a group goal. 

	Instruction that values and continues to cultivate the educational and personal experiences ELLs bring to the classroom, rather than ignores or tries to replace these experiences, enables students to make meaningful connections with what is being taught.
	Cooperative learning is a key instructional strategy for ELLs because it enhances interactions
among students, promotes the development of positive academic and social support systems for ELLs, prepares students for increasingly interactive workplaces, and allows

teachers to manage large classes of students with diverse needs


Remember the 5 R's: REPEAT, REPHRASE, REITERATE, RESTATE, and REWORD                              Utilize Peer Tutors



