Modifications for English Language Learners
Classroom Arrangement
· Seat ELLs near the front of the classroom to assure second language learners can see and hear well. Provide them with maximum access to the instructional and linguistic input that you are providing, but don’t place them right in the front row. Put them slightly to the side and one or two rows back, so that they can see what the other students are doing in response to your instruction and will be able to model their behavior. 
· It is advantageous to seat ELLs next to a responsible student who knows the ELL's native-language, is proficient or advanced academically, and is willing to be a mentor or buddy for the ELL's comprehension of instruction. 

· Involve ELL students in some manner in all classroom activities e.g. in cooperative groups. 

· Provide weekly or thematic academic content vocabulary to the student. This allows for more familiarity of important unit vocabulary and provides the tutor with relevant resources. 

· Where possible, allow ELLs to independently and freely use a reference area of your classroom containing dictionaries in English and their native-language. Allow students to use Google translator.  It isn’t perfect, but it does aid comprehension.
Teacher Speech Modifications
· Use clear, normal speech in communicating with ELLs. Moderate your speed if you are a fast talker. It may be necessary to repeat yourself or rephrase what you said. 

· Correct the content of what they say, if necessary. Avoid direct correction of grammar or pronunciation of what they say. This may lead to decreased participation and learning.
· Try to maintain a calm, moderate-tone. American normal decibels of speaking are higher than the Hispanic. When we speak in a higher tone, some ELL students may perceive our decibel-tone as one of disapproval or reprimand. 

· Use simple sentences (Subject, Verb, Object). 

· Use the active voice when speaking. (Jim hit Suzy. NOT Suzy was hit by Jim.) 

· Pause slightly after phrases and sentences. Allow the student time to understand what you have said before you go on, but do not do it so frequently that it distorts the natural rhythm of speaking. 

· Speak to the student one-on-one instead of requiring them to answer in front of the whole class. This is stressful and embarrassing to an English learner. 

· Don't increase your volume; louder volume doesn’t help comprehension, nor does short, choppy speech. 

· When possible, provide the student written notes of what you are saying. 

· Use gestures and facial expressions to enhance the meaning of your words. 

Lesson-Planning Modification
· Analyze textbook material from the limited English proficient student point of view. In planning your lessons, find within the content, experiences in which the ELL student is familiar or can relate to (prior knowledge). Provide background experiences. If students are to gain full understanding of the new concepts presented in a textbook, then teachers must provide for students real experiences that allow them to perceive, observe, recognize, and identify new concepts. Through these experiences, demonstrations, displays, actions, simulations, a variety of visual aids, manipulatives, realia, concrete objects, models, and/or tangible definitions of the new concepts, ELL students become part of the lesson, and the experiences become their own. 

· Identify and teach the essential vocabulary. Teachers need to read the textbook material in advance and make reasonable, educated guesses about which words in the material students already know and which ones students most likely will not. Make an effort to use the key vocabulary, both orally and visually, that students will read in the textbook.  
· Present the lesson orally, and use lots of visuals. 
· Use manipulative materials and hands-on activities. Teachers should provide students with opportunities to use and apply new concepts and words learned in the lesson through active learning strategies. 
· Teach study skills and use of textbook aids. The teacher may read aloud key portions of the textbook. In so doing, the teacher can point out, and help students use: chapter headings; summaries; questions; guide words; etc. In preparation for written assignments, students can practice taking notes, doing follow-up research, etc. 

· Monitor students' progress continually. Through constant questioning at all cognitive levels, from "Knowledge" to "Evaluation," teachers can effectively monitor students' progress in understanding and mastering the key concepts and key vocabulary presented in the lesson. 
· Consider the following questions: How can table talk/student discussion time be used efficiently? How can student presentation time be used efficiently? How can I make sure that all students are practicing when the class is engaged in practice time? How can pacing be considered so as to maximize student engagement? How can student grouping be used to differentiate instruction?

General Classroom Modification Guidelines

· Use mixed-level groups or partners 

· Use same-language partner for beginning students 

· Use visuals, picture cues, video support, and real objects to make concepts concrete
· Simplify oral or written language 

· Provide highlighted text to ELLs and ask questions which correlate to the highlighted material 

· Provide advanced organizers-webbing, outlining, graphing 

· Teach in small groups 

· Provide repeated reviews and drills 

· Encourage students to underline key words or facts 

· Use consistent format on notes and assignments 

· Use the same words on exams and assignments as you use during instruction 

· Write EVERYTHING down, never hold ELL students responsible for material that was only given orally 

· Give students a copy of all notes before class, expect students to be familiar with notes before lecture or class 

· Check for understanding and remember "Do you understand?" is not enough 
· Provide extra time for assignments, without penalty
Math Modifications
In most countries, mathematics is taught in an integrated format. The United States is one of the few countries that separate mathematics instruction by math topics, i.e. Algebra, Geometry, Trigonometry, etc.   Many ELL students have not been taught in their native countries to use a calculator (scientific or graphing), nor have they been taught to use the computer as an educational tool. 

· Research suggests that it can be quite effective to teach ELL students math by breaking down instruction as follows: Review (10-15 min), Develop New Content with Controlled Practice (20-25 min), and Seatwork and Homework (10-15 min). ELL students respond well to this structure. They receive continuous reinforcement and it allows time for content modifications. The teacher can also work individually with students who need additional instruction. 

· When placing written instructions or problems on the board, be aware of the pace in which you are writing.  ELL students will tend to write everything down that you put on the board and may miss out on the oral instructions because they are too preoccupied with writing what is on the board. If possible, provide them with class notes from which they can follow the lesson but not have to struggle with keeping up.

·  Providing ELLs with a list of the daily assignments can be helpful. 

· Extra time should be allowed for new English speakers to finish assignments, quizzes and tests. This can be decreased as English proficiency increases.
· Textbooks should be user friendly. Be aware of the additional materials provided by the textbook manufacturer. Many companies now provide materials in Spanish as well as glossaries of terms in a variety of languages. 

· Use graphic organizers such as charts, Venn diagrams, webs, story maps, etc. to make language more accessible to second language learners. 

· Provide models of what is expected. 

Helping ELL students with math word problems 
1. Highlight the question. Help students isolate what is being asked. 

2. Simplify the language of instruction, not the concept being taught. Restate the problem in your own words. Break the questions and sentences into smaller pieces and find the meaning of unfamiliar words. Have students translate into native language when it will simplify instruction. 

3. Eliminate extraneous material. Cross out information that is confusing or irrelevant. 

4. Ask students to think of similar problems and take advantage of their prior knowledge. 

5. Remove all numbers and discuss the problem. Focus on the "action" of the problem, then put the numbers back. 

Modifying and Adapting Content Texts
Textbooks cause a considerable problem for ELL students. Not only is it in a language that they are struggling to learn, but it is filled with hard vocabulary, complex sentence structures and lengthy passages. If you use course textbooks or any other material, it is important to adapt them for ELL students, so that they can have the opportunity to attain the same information that the other students obtain from these texts. Here are several suggestions that you can use to adapt your class texts.  
· Graphic Organizers You can use graphic organizers in three ways: 

· Given before reading and already filled out so that the ELL has a visual reinforcement of what they are reading 

· Given to the student to fill out during reading 

· Given to the student after reading with peer discussion to reinforce ideas 

· Pre-prepared outlines The teacher provides a fill-in-the blank outline with parts filled in to guide the student on what goes in the blanks and also to emphasize the information that the teacher finds important. 

· Leveled study guides 

· Guides for the students who can easily read the material: Enriches the material and includes challenging tasks and questions 

· Guides for the ones who can read but have difficulty comprehending: Give definitions and hints to deciphering meaning with less challenging questions and tasks 

· Guides for students struggling very much with English: Brief summaries of the text they are reading and with easy questions and tasks 

· These can all be on one sheet marked with markers to let students know which they are responsible for with a symbol table, and of course, they can always attempt those that they are not responsible for. 

· Highlighted text 

· Choose a few textbooks to be set aside for ELL students. Take a highlighter and highlight foundational ideas, key concepts and vocabulary and summaries and anything else determined by the teacher to be of importance. Time saving tip: Highlight one text and have a student or aid copy them in to the other textbooks 

· Write in the column hints to what is important to know on the page, background information that would be necessary for understanding, what it relates to in other parts of the text, clarifying questions, etc. 

· Taped text - For students who speak better than they read or write, taping you reading the text aloud or orally working through a math problem may be helpful for them to hear. 

· Jigsaw Reading Exercises - Jigsaw reading is not only beneficial to ELL students, but to mainstream students as well. Students are placed into groups and each group is responsible for reading a particular section of the material. When they finish reading, they discuss amongst their group members what the important points of the passage were. Then you have two options, the group can present to the whole class what is important in their sections, or they rearrange groupings so that there is a person from every group in the new group, and the group member from the specific groups tell the members in their mixed groups, what was important in the section they read. 

Assignment Modifications
· Allow students to work on some assignments in their native language 

· Allow beginning students to complete assignments with same language partners 

· Use an assignment sheet 

Resources
· Use Khan Academy.  They have wonderful educational videos to provide visuals ELL students need for comprehension.
· http://www.ellteacherpros.com/home/recommendations/math-geometry/
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